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INTRODUCTION: 
The table saw is the heart and soul of a woodworking shop.  Woodworkers use 
the table saw for so many tasks, including rip cuts, batch cuts, squaring cuts, miter 
cuts, thin-rip cuts and much more. 
 
But many woodworkers work alone in their own personal shop or garage and 
don’t have the luxury of a table saw outfeed table, which helps support large 
work pieces as they are being run through the table saw. 
 
Ripping large pieces of plywood or large panels on the table saw can be done by 
one person, if you have an outfeed table or something to help you support the 
work piece.  However, trying to rip those large pieces of plywood by yourself, 
without an outfeed table or someone to help you is very difficult and the cuts are 
usually  inaccurate.  But, more than anything REALLY DANGEROUS practice! 
 
I don’t have an outfeed table and I don’t know about you guys, but my wife is 
done helping me in the shop.  I’ve tried roller supports, adjustable platforms and 
other supports, but I still am not comfortable ripping a 4’ x 8’ sheet of ¾” plywood 
by myself with those things. 
 
There are products on the market you can buy that do essentially the same thing 
as this jig.  But these track saws and other tools can cost anywhere from $500 up 
to $1,200.  But there is hope!  
 
So, let me share a solution with you that is a simple easy to make jig my Dad 
taught me to make years ago.  He certainly didn’t invent the jig or the technique, 
but he taught it to me and I’d like to share it with you.   



I’ve built several of them down through the years and they work great!   As a 
matter of fact, I think you can make truer and more accurate long rip cut with this 
jig than with a table saw when your working by yourself or without a an outfeed 
table.   
 
If you have some extra plywood left over from some job, the whole project will 
only cost you an hour’s worth of your time.  It’s easy and inexpensive to build and 
you can make it with Woodworking Hands.  So, let’s get started! 
 
 
TOOLS YOU’LL NEED 
Ear protections 
Eye Protection 
Circular saw 
Chalk-line 
Sharp Pencil 
Tape measure 
Cordless Drill 
Counter sink drill bit 
Phillips head drill bit 
 
MATERIALS YOU’LL NEED 
1 - 4’ X 8’ SHEET OF ½” or ¾” BIRCH PLYWOOD 
16 -  #10 ¾” WOOD SCREWS 
 
Step 1 
Select a piece of ¾’ or ½” plywood that has a really smooth and pristine factory 
edge.  This is very important to having an accurate jig. 

 



Step 2 
Make a mark on the side you select so you will know which is the factory cut 
edge.  Along the factory cut side, measure in 3 ½” on each end of the plywood 
and draw a line or pop a line based on these 2 points.  Elevate the plywood with 
two 2x4’s on top of two saw horses or a work table.  Unplug your saw and set 
your circular saw blade slightly deeper than the thickness of the plywood.   
 

 
 
 
Step 3 
Make a freehand cut down the line.  It doesn’t have to be perfect, but make it as 
straight as possible.  The cutoff piece will be 3 ½” wide x 8’ long.  
BE SURE TO MARK THE FACTORY EDGE so you’ll know which is which! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 4 
UNPLUG YOUR SAW!!! 
Measure the distance from the outside of the bottom of the base plate to the 
blade of your circular saw.  

 
 
Step 5 
Add ½” to the measurement you just made and make a mark on each end of the 
piece of plywood along the freehand cut edge.  Ex: sawblade above is 3 ½” from 
edge of base plate, so I would make a mark a 4” on each end of the plywood.  Pop 
a chalk line between the two points. 
 
Step 6 
Carefully glue and clamp the 3 ½” cutoff piece to the larger piece of plywood by 
aligning the factory edge exactly on the marks or the chalk line.  Also make sure 
the ends are flush with the larger piece. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Step 7 
Drill counter sink pilot holes every foot or so down the length of the 3 ½” board 
and then attach it the larger piece with 1 ¼” #10 wood screws if using ¾” plywood 
or use  ¾” #10 wood screws if using  ½” plywood.   

 
 
Step 8 
Now, use the factory edge of the 3 ½” runner as a fence and cutoff the extra  ½” 
edge of the larger piece of plywood.  This new edge you just cut is the edge you 
will use to align with new cuts you want to make on other sheets of plywood you 
are ripping.  Just mark the plywood you want to rip, align the edge with those 
marks, clamp down firmly, adjust your saw to cut through both depths of plywood 
and make your straight perfect cut. 

 
 
 
Step 9 
You can either cut the back side of the jig flush with the  3 ½” runner or leave an 
extra lip.  I leave a 1 ½” lip on the back side of the fence for clamping to keep the 
clamps from interfering with the saw as I make cuts.  YOU’RE DONE!  Now go 
make some long rips!! 
 



USING THE JIG 
To use the jig to rip 8’ long plywood, mark your plywood at each end at the 
desired width and align the front edge of the jig with your marks.  (See picture 
below)  
A mark is made at each end of the plywood at 9”.  The jig is aligned and clamped 
in place on the marks.  Now use the fence of the jig to guide your circular saw 
down the length of the work piece.  You’ll need to adjust the blade to the depth 
of both thicknesses of plywood.  Be sure to keep your saw against the fence and 
make a smooth continuous cut.  NOTE:  If your marks are right on the 
measurement you desire, don’t forget to allow for the width of the sawblade kerf 
to get an exact cut when you clamp the jig to the work piece. 
 

 
 

 
 

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, mind your own  
business and work hard with your hands as we taught you. 

-1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 
 
 
 
Terms of Use 
These plans are to be used by the purchaser to build this project. Sharing or selling these plans is 
expressly prohibited and is a violation of Copyright Law.  Please encourage others to visit our website 
and purchase their own set of plans.  It would be greatly appreciated, because it helps us to produce 
more videos and keep our website and mission going.  Thank you! 
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